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ExecutiveSummary

PakistanDevelopmentAllianceconducteda country wide surveyin December2021to ascertainthe status of
civicspacesgdemocraticculture and humanrights in Pakistan.The surveywasdevelopedin collaborationwith
JapanNGO<Centrefor InternationalCoogeration (JANIC)T hefindingsof the surveywere sharedwith national
and global CSOsINGOsgovernmentsand other stakeholdersduring TokyoDemocracyrorumheld in February
2022.Theonline surveywas circulatedamong CSOsnd humanrights actorsthrough their alliancesand net-
worksandit wasrespondedby 162 humanrightsorganizationsand civil societyactors.

More than 50%o0f the respondentsagreethat they feel free to speakin public and with media, whereasless
45%respondentsagreethat they enjoy freedomof assemblyand associationMore than 50%respondentsdid

not agreethat governmentrestrict freedomof speechandassemblydue to COVIBL9 outbreak.More than 72%
respondentsfelt free to join civil societygroupsin the country howeverthe samepercentagealso highlighted
that lawsand policiesgoverningthe CSOén the country are tightened. Around50%respondentdelt that legal

statusof marginalied communitiesand sociallyexcludedgroup, religiousminoritiesis fragilein the country.In

addition to this more than 62%respondentsagreedthat humanrights are not securedin the country. 60%of

the respondentsagreedthat threats to humanrights defenders,journalistsand trade unionshaveincreased.
More than 50%  respondentsagreedthat mediais not independentfrom authoritiesto publishinformation

freely. Around60%respondentsagreedthat violenceamongpeople haveincreasedsince COVIBEL9 outbreak
whereas57%respondentshighlightedthe increasedviolenceagainstwomen. Furthermore,66%respondents
felt that violenceand abuseagainstchildrenhasbeenincreasedsince COVIBEL9 outbreak hasstarted. There-

spondentssharedtheir disappointmentstowards rule of law and justicein the country and 52%respondents
felt that discriminatorylawsare in placein the country and existinglawsare not effectivein protectinghuman
rights and prevent discriminations.Therespondentsalso sharedtheir dismay upon risingtrends of corruption

andillicit flow of fundsto and from the country.47%respondentsagreedon illicit flow of fundsin the country

whereas62%respondentswere of the view that corruption hasincreasedamongthe public sectorin Pakistan.
Onthe other handmore than 50%respondentsdid not agreethat allocatedbudgetsand financesin public sec-

tor are beingusedin appropriate manner. The respondentswere also concernedabout the governanceac-

countabilityand meaningfulparticipationof peoplein public sector.More than 55%respondentsdid not agree
that governmentprovidessufficientinformation to peopleregardingits policies.More than 52%respondents
did not agreethat minorities, PLWDs&ndwomen are meaningfullyappointedin the public institutionswhereas
more than 55%respondentshighlightedthe huge gendergap existsevenin the Parliamentof Pakistan More

than 46%respondentavere not happywith the representationof Pakistarin the globalgovernancenstitutions

whereasmore than 72%of the respondentswvere of the view that globalgovernanceanstitutionsare domina-

ed by the developedworld.

Therespondentsof the surveyalsorecommendedcertainmeasureso improvecivicand humanrights situation
in the country and creatingrightful spacesand choicesof life to all. The suggestionsand recommendationsn-
clude, strengtheningrights basedlocal CSOsempowermentof rights commissionsye-instatementlocal gov-
ernmentbodies,announcemenif provincialfinancecommissionsabolishmentof Councilof Islamicldeology,
revisitingthe regulatoryframeworksand policiestowardsthe CSO&nd INGOsdn the country and building alli-
anceswith globalinstitutions.



Sectionl: CivicSpaceSurveyin Pakistan
1.1. Basicinformation of the surveyandthe contributors
-Briefexplanationof your network includingthe numberof membershiporganizations

PakistarDevelopmentAlliance-PDA is a nationalplat-

form of CSOs/INGOand CBOsworking together for (a) Primary Priority SDGs of
better governanceand accourtability mechanismsin PDA Member Organizations
the country through human rights basedapproaches 18%,

with afocuson the timely deliveryof national, region- 1% L

al and globalcommitmentsmadeby the governments, g% N 7%

private sector and UN agenciesspecially SDGsand e
Agenda2030. PDAwas estabished in 2014 and cur- . M H HBEN_ ||

rently it has114m r organizationdrom all acr NV PP S
ently it has ember organizationdrom all across SIS SIS SIoSF S5 s

the country includingthe specialregionsof AzadJanm-
mu & Kashmirand GilgitBaltistan.t 5 ! Na#@onalSee-
retariat is basedat AwazCD®akistanlocated in the
capital of country, Islamabad.Sinceits inception PDA (b) Secondary Priority SDGs of
has carried out highly credible initiatives at national, PDA Member Organizations
regionaland globallevelswith the supportof its mem-
bers and partners acrossthe world. Detailsare avaib-
ble at its website www.pda.net.pk. Futhermore its
first ever SDG®OnlineDashboardilsosharesthe status
of SDGsprogres measured through SDGsCitizens
Scorecard PDAalso produced CitizensVoicesReport .
on VNRand Statusof SDGsn Pakistanin 2019. PDA i o
alsocontributedint_S 2 L Bc&erdpdn 2021 initiated

by Actionfor Sustainabléevelopmeni{A4SD)

PDAmemberorganizations mappingresultsasdepid-
ed in the graph(a) and (b) showthat the memberor- Resources to work on these SDGs
ganzationsfocuson almostall the SDGsstheir prima-
ry and secondanypriority goals HoweverSDG1,2,3,5,
6, 13, 16 and 17 are the top most priorities of the

memberswhereasthe remaininggoalsare of leastpri- [ u Sufficient Resources
ority. Theremay be reasonsof organizationalcapacity
and lack of other technicaland financial opportunities « Insufficient Resources

to set other goalsas priority at primary or secondary
levels.90%of the memberorganizatiorfacechallenges
in resourcemobilizationand lack financial support for
their efforts towardsachievementof SDGst local lev-
el. 20%of the memberorganizationsare connectedat
regionaland globallevelthrough variousforumsincludingA4SDand GCARetc. whereasonly 20%o0f the mem-
bersare part of variouslocal/ district level networksand alliances A large majority of PDAmembersi.e. 60%
are also part of various networks and alliancesother
than PDAasdepicted in the below ple chart. Part of any network other than PDA working on SDGs?

Thisshowsthe capacityand active role of the member
organization®of PakistarDevelopmentAlliance.

Japan NGOs Network for International Cooperation
(JANICjacilitated in developingthe online surveyform Nationally
having severalquestionsrelated to civic space,human
rights,democraticrights,governancerule of law, justice

~ Globally



http://www.pda.net.pk/
https://www.pda.net.pk/pda-members/
http://www.awazcds.org.pk/
http://www.pda.net.pk/
https://sdgscitizenscorecard.pda.net.pk/
http://pda.net.pk/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Citizens-Voices-Report-2019.pdf
http://pda.net.pk/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Citizens-Voices-Report-2019.pdf
https://www.pda.net.pk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/The-Peoples-Scorecard-Report.pdf

and accountdaility etc. Thequestionnairewassharedwith the CentralExecutiveCommitteeof PakistanDevel-

opment Allianceand with their approvalcertain improvementswere suggested Howeverit was decidedto

launchthe surveyin EnglishinsteadlocallanguageUrdu. Thecivic space , democracyand humanrights survey
was carried out acrossthe country in December2021 by engagingPDAmember organizationsand other net-

works and alliancesincludingUjalaNetwork and PakNGO§&orum. The googleform surveyattachedas annex-

ure A wassharedwith almost 19000 plusNGOs CBOsand CSOshrough aforementionednetworkshowever
only 162 responsesnere receivedin the stipulatedtime of 10 days.Severafollow upswere also carried out

throughWhatsApp messagesind direct communications.

1.2,  Narrativereports for the resultsof the survey

The pie chart showsthe provincewise geo-

graphic locations of 162 respondents. A which province your office is located?
large majority 27.8% respondents were
from Provinceof Punjabfollowed by 26.5%
from Sindh and 21% from Khyber Palkh-
tunkhwa.More than 11%respondentorgan-
izationswere from Islamabadthe capital of
the country however the number of re-
spondentsfrom BalochistanAzadJammué&
Kashmirand Gilgit Baltistan were around
10% of the total respondents.This shows
that the 90%of the surveyrespondentswere informed CSOgcommunity from urban centersand only 10%
were from rural andremote regions.

@ Azad Jammu and Kashmir

@ Balochistan
Gilgit-Baltistan

@ Isiamabad Capital Territory

@ Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

@ Punjab

@ Sindh

Gender,age,religionand profession,educationand incomestatusof the respondentswere not askedhowever
basedon the namesititles & organizationsof respondentsthis hasbeen ascertainedthat the surveywasre-

spondedby women (22%) men(75% xandtransgender(3%).Noneof respondentwasanonymous Thequestion
wise detailedresponsesf the surveyare attachedasannexureB for referencehoweverthe keyfindings/ re-

sultsof the surveyare clubbedin to three typesof resporsesi.e. agreed,moderateand disagree For the ease
of understatingand analysighe percentagepoints are alsodepictedthrough traffic light method. 44 different

guestionsandtheir responsesare alsoclubbedin to sevendifferent areasi.e. a)right to freedomof speechand

assembly b)civic spaceand human rights, c¢) freedom of information and dissemination,d)violenceagainst
womenand children,e)rule of law andjustice,f) corruption andillicit flow of funds,g) governanceaccountabl

ity and meaningfulpublic participation.

Thedetailedkeyfindingsof the surveyare asfollows
a) Rightto Freedomof Speechand Assembly:

Freedomof expression/speechand assemblyis Graph 1. Right to Freedam of Speech & Assembly
a constitutional right in Pakistanunder article S —
19that statesdEverycitizenshallhavethe right ’
to freedomof speechand expressionand there o you e free tospeak tothe mecia? | NSO ERMM

shall be freedom of the press,subjectto any

reasonablerestrictionsimposedby law in the povou ste to o saemtes e | o
mtere_st of the glory of Islam or the integrity, —
security or defence of Pakistan or any part
thereof, friendly relations with foreign States, | eovesemesmmmen e e esdom ot ssemon, ssocsion |y o I
publicorder, decencyor morality, or in relation

to contempt of court, ¥[commission of| 2 or
incitementto an offencé® However the definitionsof decencyand morality aswell asglory of Islamand integ-
rity / securityor defenceof Pakistanare unclearand open. Peoplemay havedifferent thoughts, understating

Do you feel the government restricts the freedom of assembly, association
and speech?

W Agree Moderate ™ Disagree

! http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part2.ch1.htmi



https://www.pda.net.pk/central-executive-committee/
https://ujalapk.net/
https://pakngos.com.pk/
http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part2.ch1.html#33
http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part2.ch1.html#33
http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part2.ch1.html

andacceptancdevelfor any matter relatedto decencymorality, glory of Islam,andintegrity of Pakistarthere-

fore the State authorities act and behaveharshlywith those who speakand expresstheir thoughts openly,

freely and without any prejudicetowards any religion, sect, genderetc. but for humanity. The surveyresults
showthe similarchallengein our societyat largewhere averagely45%respondentsagreedto haveright to ex-
pression/speechand freedom of assemblywhereasaround 55%are strongly and moderately disagreeingo
speakfreely at publicand media. A qualitative study conductedon freedom of expressiorin 2015 alsoshares

the similarfindingswhere a humanrights activistsaysd people are not allowed to talk openly about certan i

sues such as religion, seeking information from across the geographical boundaries and issues of national sec
NAGeZ a AG A& 0ARSR o0e flog¢é

In response of a question asked duriddh G A T Sy a Q goal Qe ddiBed buNty Pakigtan Dmment All-

ancein 202Q 34% strongly and 34.14% moderately denied that they can express their feeling and thought
freely’. Global Freedom HoudReport 2021 also rated Pakistan gmrtly free for civil and political rights inotls

ing freedom of speech/ expression and assembly. This is interesting to learn that same situation prevails for the
last several years and that is why only 24% respondents of the survey think that the restrictioneduomfref
speech/ expression and assembly is because GO¥ithereas almost 75% are of the view that the C@\MID

has no impact on governments policies towards freedom of expression and assembly.

b) CivicSpaceand HumanRights

Pakistanhas never ever witnessedas human
rights friendly country in the whole of its his-
tory becauseof seveaal chaotic policies and
anti-humanrights laws. Accading to the Law Portutimetorshe orsen i [
Commissionof Pakistan almost 120 [aws in oot cson e ot o e ey s —
the country are diSCriminatorytOWards CIVIC oo ou eehatisws resising sosinyour couney hs ecome R———
and humanrights. Although Pakistanis sigra- e

tory of variousglobalcommitmentslike UDHR T e e oD s 2 E——
and ICCPRCEDAVANA CRGNA SD GG et the oo e evennns soess - IO 005 —
national and provincial laws of the state are
not completely compatible to these global
commitments. This is why? 62.3% resporu- et ke ket FE—

ents expressedthat their human rights are Hhsree [Moderate HDisagree

not securedin Pakistanwhereas21%respondentshave moderatelyexpressedthat their humanrights are not
secured.Only 17%respondentsare fairly happywith the civicand humanrights situationsin PakistanMore
than 70%o0f the respondentsare comfortablejoining civil societygroupshoweverthey havealsofelt that laws
regulatingCSOs¢n Pakistanhave beentightened. Majority of the respondentsdo not think that stringentpoli-
ciesof the governmenttowardsNGOsare dueto COVIBL9 outbreak.Whereasmore than 65%of the respord-
entsrepresentingCSO4elt restrictionsin receivingforeignfunding. More than 50%respondentsconsiderthat
statusof religiousminoritiesis fragilein the country. Onthe other handaround56%o0f the respondentsdo not
considerthemselvesasindependentactors. Themost recent CIVICUMonitor® hasalsoranked Pakistanin re-
pressedcountrieswhereas Civil Societylndex 2021’ ranked Pakistanin EVOLVINGategry. GenerallyCSOs
workingfor civicand humanrights, sexualand reproductivehealth & rights, womenrights, transgenderrights,
democraticrights are more repressedthan those who are working for servicesdelivery. Theregulatory env-

Graph 2. Civic Space & Human Rights
Do you feel free to join civil society groups?  |[NIIZE 173% NN

Do you feel that some people's legal status is fragile in your contry? |[MMINNSOGKI  206% SN

2 https://thinkasia.org/bitstream/handle/11540/6749/FreeadExpressiorin-Pakistara-myth-or-a-reality-W-
159.pdf?sequence=1

3 hitp://sdyscitizenscorecard.pda.net.pk/shjcitizensscorecarehational/

4 https://freedomhouse.org/country/pakistan/freedeonid/2021

5 http://licp.qgov.pk/nlicp/#1
8 https://monitor.civicus.org/country/pakistan/
" https://www.fhi360.0org/sites/default/files/media/documents/reseososi2018 reportasia.pdf
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https://www.fhi360.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/resource-csosi-2018-report-asia.pdf

ronment towardsrightsbasedNGOsJNGOsand CSOss stringentasthey haveto obtain & No ObjectionCertifi-

cates (NOCsyand MOUswith concerneddepartmentsand district/ provincialgovernmentswhere-ever they

intend to intervene.Everyorganizationreceivingforeignfundingor intend to work with foreigndonorsrequire
clearancefrom securityagenciesaswell as must signan MOU with EconomicAffairs Division. Usuallyit takes
more than oneto get suchpermissionsandin somecasegshe permissionis withdrawn early. Moreoverin some
caseghe permissionis not grantedevenafter alongprocessof more than two years.VeryrecentlyalocalNGO
(Marie Stopeslfilled a caseagainstsuchregulationsand the high court set asidethe regulationsby declaring
that suchregulationshaveno legaleffec. Thehigh court alsoallowedthe NGOsto work freely by complying
with registrationlawsonly. Onthe other handthe illegalregulatorybodiesare still askingNGOsand CSOgor

complianceof regulationsand require NOCsand MOUs.Theinternational NGOshaveto passthrough rigorous
procesgo obtain permissiongrom ministry of interior to operatein the country.

¢) Freedomof Information & Dissemination:

The Constitutionof Pakistanunder Article 19Agua-
anteesright to information as ¢Every citizen shall S
have the right to have access to information in ¢ " sowmmer e e
matters of public importance subject to regulatio

and reasonable estrictions imposed by laiy Right = 2 i o e noemer " S o

to Information Commissions are active at feder

and provincial levels in the country since 2017Who  fore e oo o oo M 20—
ever there are several restriction being faced by tl

Citizens to have access to iNf0ation in true SENSE.  ooyoutettinemeda nyour iy e msmmsnton ey 1. P——
Many media houses and journalists as well as C!

and social media activists usually complaint against

the performance of Rtl Commissions and disclosure policies of the governfrsatepictedin the graph360%
of the respondedagreedthat threatsto journalists,trade unionists,and humanrights defendershavebeenin-
creasedand around 76%agreedthat this is not becauseof the COVID1®utbreakasthe situation persistsfrom
last five years.More than 63%respondeddeniedsufficientinformation disclosureby the governmentwhereas
68%respondedagreedthat mediais not independentfrom the authoritiesto publishinformation freely.
Veryrecentlyon January25, 2021,an amendmentwasmovedin right to information Act2017,by sometreas-
ury membersof the Senate of Pakistarto excludeupperandlower houseof the Parliamentfor the provisionof
any type of information if askedby any citizenof Pakistan.The statementof object of the amendmentsaysa
Thesecretariatof the Senateandthe NationalAssemblyof Pakistarare constitutionalbodies.Work of the Pa-
liamentis not only extremelysignificantbut alsohighly sensitive.In view of the constitutionalsanctityprovided
to the secretariatsof the Parliament,Senateandthe NationalAssemblydo not fall under the definition of pub-
lic bodies,similarto the SupremeCourtof Pakistanwhichis not includedin the definition of the publicbodies
in the said Act. The sanctity grantedto the Parliamentand its proceduresin Article 69 of the Constitutionof
Pakstanalsoneedsto be takenin accountin the matter. Moreover decisionon information related to Senate
and NationalAssemblyis strictly the prerogativeof the Chairmanand Speakerrespectively Thisamendmentin
the Actis proposedto ensureobservanceof above said sanctity and privacyof the institution to perform its
Constitutionaland fiduciaryduty to the Stateandits LJS 2 LIIn8efsdchcircumstancesvhere upperand low-
er housesof the Parliamentare not beingconsideredaspublicbodiesand prohibiting the information and data
under the umbrellaof laws and Constitution,this will be really difficult to get appropriate and valid data and
information regardingthe efforts of variousstakeholdersncludingParliamentariangowardsthe achievement
of SDGsspeciallyl6.10that demandspublicaccesgo information at all levels.Sinceno Data Protection Law
existsin the countrytherefore validity and efficacyof the datamayalsobe questioned.

Graph 3. Freedom of Information & Dissemination

W Agree 1IModerate M Disagree

The Citizens Scorecard results on SDG 16dfiplied by Pakistan Development Alliance in March 2020 also
share the similar resultas around 74% respondents of the scorecard declare that we do not have acoess to i
formation from any department however only 10.49% respondents were satisfied byepomse of Rtls on
access to information. Interestingly less 15% people have admitted that they have once exercised their right to

8 https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/92975hcsetsasideeces-policy-on-ngosreceivingforeign-contributions

° http://sdgscitizenscorecard.pda.net.pk/d@ecitizensscorecarehational/



https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/929754-shc-sets-aside-ecc-s-policy-on-ngos-receiving-foreign-contributions
http://sdgscitizenscorecard.pda.net.pk/sdg-16-citizens-scorecard-national/

access information from the government departments. Whereas majority of the people i.e. 65% do not have
information about Rtlct and if they can reach out to any government or spablic department to seekni
formation of interest.If we try to cerelate the above mentioned citizens and CSOs responses with the global
reports on open governance the situation is of no differeasePakistan has been excluded by the OpewGo
ernment Partnership (OPG) due to the rRommpliance of the commitment since 2048

d) ViolenceagainstWomen& Children:

Almost 57% of the respondentsfeel that violence
againstwomenhaveincreasedsincethe COVIBLY has

Graph 4. Violence against Women & Children

. : o o ooy " | v
started and the result exactlyresonateswith the find-
ing of an earlier survey conducted by AwazCDS B et | == .
Pakistanand Ujala Network in 48 districts Of PaKIStan = .. umwse s vone s ncesessicetse couoss —
on Trends and Dynamicsof GBVduring COVID19
58.2%had agreedthat violenceagainstwomen have pevew st s s s e | v
increasedin _thelr communities since the COVIEL9 T ————
outbreak. This showsthat even after two yearsthe

trend is same. More than 66% respondents have
agreed that violence against children has increased el ) ol i

sincethe COVIEL9 outbreak. Around 60%of the respondentsagreedthat violenceamongcommunities has
increasedsinceCOVIBL9 outbreak.Onthe other hand,only 38%o0f the total respondentsagreedthat violence
by police and other law enforcementagencieshave increasedsincethe COVIBL9 outbreak. Whereasabove
40%agreedthat humantrafficking hasincreasedsince COVIBL9 outbreak. Interestinglythe CitizensSorecard
carriedout in March 2020alsorevealsthe similarresultsas 75%of the respondentshad agreedthat violence
relatedincidentshavenot decreasedduringthe lastfour years.Violenceagainstwomenandchildrenaswell as
genderbasedviolenceon other sexualminorities is rampantin Pakistan AlImost97%women face violenceof
their intimate partnersandfamily membersdueto severalsociceconomic religiousand culturalreasonsPak-
stanis placedat 153 out of 156 countriesasper the World EonomicC 2 NX@®é&@et Paritylndex20212

Graph4 also showsthat 40%respondentsagreedthat human trafficking in Pakistanhasincreasedsincethe
COVIBL9 outbreak.Whereasthe earlier CitizensScorecardilsorevealedas4l. Rorespondentghink crimerate
in community regarding,kidnapping,humantrafficking, homicide and other violent incidentshave increased.
Furthermoregraph4 alsodepicts27.8%respondentsthink that there are confusionsabout birth registrations
due to COVIEL9 outbreakwhile the SDG16.9CitizensScorecardevealsthat only 48.93%people know where
to gettheir child birth registered?nformationand accesgo getthe legalidentity includingchild birth registra-
tion and computerizednationalidentity cards(CNICsis still a cumbeisomeprocessand expensivefor peopleat
large. Majority of the womenin rural areasof Pakistando not havetheir CINCsThereforethey are unableto
usetheir right to vote. Most of the womenand childrenare deprivedof governmentled poverty reductionpro-
gramsin the countrydueto unavailabilityof their birth registrationsand CNICsTheissuebecomemore compi-
catedwhenthey grow up and seekpublic and private sectorjobswhere submissiorof domicile (residencecer-
tificate) and CNIChasicrequiremens. Most of the peoplecannotget their domicileand CNIC®€ecausethey do
not havetheir birth registration.Birth registrationis mandatorybut avoidanceby the parentsdue to negligence
is not consideredascriminaloffenceby law.

10 https://www.opengovpartnership.org/members/pakistan/
1 https://awazcds.org.pk/wpontent/uploads/2020/11/TrendsGBV-in-timesof-COVID-19.pdf

12 hitps://iwww3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GGGR_2021.pdf



http://www.awazcds.org.pk/
http://www.awazcds.org.pk/
http://ujalapk.net/
http://sdgscitizenscorecard.pda.net.pk/sdg-16-citizens-scorecard-national/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/members/pakistan/
https://awazcds.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Trends-of-GBV-in-times-of-COVID-19.pdf
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GGGR_2021.pdf

e) Ruleof Law& Justice

Ruleof Lawand Justicehasbeenone of the major Graph 5. Rule of Law & Justice
challengedeingfacedby the peopleof this coun- | o e i e ™™ 0 — s —
try. Thesurveyhasrightly highlightedas majority
of the respondents45.1%strongly disagreeand
18.5%are moderatelydisagreeingwith the state-
ment that existinglaws in the country are effec- | com iy an i i o cmimionswien v sy roc —
tive to prevent discriminations.This has already

Do you feel that there are arbitrary juridical decisions since COVID-19
outbreak has started? [ |

Do you feel the government intrduced cout ures sgainstcrime or |y siex I
violence especially through internatonal cooperation? e

menﬂoned above that almost 120 Iaws |n the Do you feel that discriminatory laws are place in your country? [ NSESRIN  2:x D
country are discriminatorytowards the principle e ettt g oy e e o et | v1a 5
of human rights. Furthermore, most of the laws uAgree uModerate mDisagree

are comingthrough the funnel of religion. Parla-

ment of Pakistans sub-servientto Councilof Islamicldeology(CII}%. The Council of Islamic Ideology is a cbnst
tutional body that advises the legislature whether or not a certain law is repugnant to Islam, namely to the
Qur'an and Sunnavost of the legislation related to blasphemy, honor killing, customary practices, women and
transgender rights, early, child aforced marriages, forced conversions, freedom of expression and other fu
damental human rights issues are either delayed or totally dismantled by the members of the Council of Islamic
Ideology. Most of the human rights organizations and activists usualllyoc the abolishing Cll as it over rules

the elected Pardiment in the name of religion and their religious interpretations are usually concocted and
baseless and against the spirits of Islamic teachings. That was why we have been withessing thisatesult
around 52% respondents are strongly and 23% moderately agreeing with the fact that discriminatory laws are
in place in Pakistan. Maijty of the respondents 42% have denied their access to appropriate organizations in
case theirights are violged in the country. Around 59% of the respondents felt that access to justice was diff
cult because of COWI® outbreak however, around 43% also agreed that arbitrary juridical decisions were
made to facilitate general public during pandemic times. Majorityhef respondents (38%) do not agree that
government has taken counter measure against crimes and violence especially through internationah-cooper
tion whereas (35%)emained moderate however only 28% agreed strongly on government efforts towards
counteringviolence and crimesThe progress on the commitments made under Universal Periodic Review
(UPR) 201* regarding dicriminatory laws, customary practices, mob lynching, rising extremism, violence and
intolerance in the society at large are still far to este. Pakistan has established National Commissionder H
man Rights, National @onission on Status of Women, National Commission for the Rights of Childrem-Natio

al Commission for Rights of Minorities and Right to Information Commissions however miestrofémained
nonfunctional because the chairperson and members of the aforementioned Commissions were not nominated
however very recently in 20222 all the Commissions are made functiobglensuring the due appointments

but the powers and atonomy of alnost all the Commissions are curtailed immensely. Now the Commissions
are unable to do legialive scrutinization to address human rights violations to ensure rule of law and justice in
the country. The esults of Citizens Scorecard on target 16.3 SBG@aéried out two years before in January
2020 are alarming and also align with our current results where almost 43.46% people disagreed strongly and
40.68% people digreed moderately that rule of law is improved in their respective areas during theolast f
years. Similarly 45.71% denied strongly and 40.71% denied moderately on the improvements in the justice for
all.
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f) Corruption& lllicit Flow of Funds:

Thesurveyresultsshownby graph6 regarding
guestions on corruption and illicit flow of
funds demandsimmediate attentions of poli-
cy makersand state authorities asthe trends
are continuing with the same pace in other
similar nationaland global surveys.Forexan-
ple 47% respondentsstrongly and 24% re-
spondentsmoderately agreeingthat illicit fi-
nancial flows has increasedin the country
since the COVIBL9 outbreak. Pakstan is in
the grey list of FinancialAction Task Force

Graph 6. Corruption & lllicit flow of Funds
Do you feel that illicit financial flow has increased in your country since
COVID-19 outbreak has started? Lanox | 2e1% |

Do you feel that organized crimes across borders have increased since the
COVID-19 outbreak has started?

309% |NEESEEN

D0 you feelthat arms trade has increased domestically since COVID-19 |ppopy 00 000 gy

outbreak has started?

Do you feel that corruption in public sector has increased since the
! sl stz 21.6% S

COVID-19 outbreak has started?

Do you feel that corruption in public sector has increased because of P —
COVID-19 outbreak? mexm— 2.

Do you feel the that bribery between public authorities and private

companies has increased since the COVID-19 outbreak has started? 20.7%  ESSN.
Do you feel that bribery between public authorities and private 2520 NN
companies has increased because of COVID-19 outbreak? —

Do you feel that public budget is spent in an apprpriate manner? |NRGSKIN 19.1% IS

Do you feel that public budget is spent in an apprpriate manner because 212% IR
of COVID-19 outbreak? .

(FATF}inceJune2018° for deficienciesn its

W Agree Moderate M Disagree

counter terror-financing and anti-money
laundering.Interestinglyaround 44%o0f the respondentshavestronglyagreedthat organizedcrime acrossbor-
ders haveincreasedin Pakistarwhereasaround 33%of the respondentshave agreedthat armstrade hasin-
creaseddomesticallysince COVIBEL9 outbreak has started. More than 61%respondentsfelt that corruption
hasincreaseddomesticallysincethe COVIBL9 outbreakhasstarted whereas56.8%respordents havethe simi-
lar opinionregardingincreasedbriberyin publicand private institutions. Theresultsof SDG<itizensScorecard
on target 16.5 and 16.6 also sharethe similar findings where 85.86%people disagree and questionedthe
transparencyof the publicinstitutions in Pakistar. Forthe last severalyears, Transparencynternational also
identifies downward trends in Pakistanand Corruption Perceptionindex2021® placesPakistanat 140" Rank
out of 180 countrieswith 28/100 score. Todaythe corruptionhasacceptedby publicat largeand peopleusud-
ly do not expectand believeif any publicinstitution act appropriatelyand servewithout any bribery or corrupt
means.More than 54%respmdentsdisagreedhat publicbudgetsare spentin appropriatemannerin Pakistan
whereasalmost50%respondentswere of the view that the public budgetspendingwasnot appropriateeven
in the times of COVIBLY outbreak. Due to18" ConstitutionalAmendment®in 2010 most of the public sector
developmentfunds are transferredat sub-national levelsto the provincesthrough 7" National FinanceCan-
missionAward® whereasthe provincesare alsoexpectedto announceProvinciaFinanceCommssionsand de-
volvefiscal powersandfinancesto local/ district levels.However,none of the provincein Pakistarhasyet an-
nounced ProvincialFinanceCommissionAward exceptthe Provinceof KhyberPakhtunkhw&'. Localgoven-
mentsare alsononfunctionalin mostof the provincestherefore, the demandfor PFGawardis not having politi-
cal support. Most of the funds are centralizedat provincialand federallevelstherefore the corruption in the
institutionsis very high. Thecapacityof provincialand district level governmentdor the appropriateandtrans-
parent consumptionof public fundsis very low therefore the rate of underspendings very high. 86%of the
federalbudgetand more than 10%of provincialbudgetare dependenton borrowed moneyfrom IFistherefore
the releaseanddisbursemenbf budgetsare delayeddespiteallocationsin the federaland provincialbudgets.

16 https://www.dawn.com/news/1653195
1 http://sdgscitizenscorecard.pda.net.pkidéeritizensscorecarehational/

18 https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2021/index/pak

19 http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/amendments/18amendment.html

20 hitps://www.pide.org.pk/pdfpideresearchA@p73fiscatfederalismin-Pakistarthe 7th-nationatinancecommission
awardanets-implications.pdf
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g) GovernanceAccountability& Meaningful PublicParticipation

The graph 7 showsthat more than 55%of the reSpord- Graph 7. Governance, Accountability & Meaningful Public Participation
ents disagreethat the government provides sufficient e s e o
explanationswhen introduce new poI|C|eswhereal_523.5 S —
agreewhereas21%agreeup to someextent. Publicpar-

ticipation and debate on public policies are restricted D oo e re gt sppamet mpentc mounsors RN 21

due to severalpolicy, structural and practicelevel chd-
lenges.Political fraternity and ruling elite (bureaucrats)

Do you feel that a gender gap exists in the parliament?

¥

are usuallybiasedtowards the public opinions and ca- =~ ™™™ T EE _——"1se | E—
pacltleSTheeren do nOt Ilke to engaga/\”th CIVII SOCE- Do you feel that global goverance is dominated by developed countries? || 1« ox [N
ty and most of them considercivil and humanrights or- i v P

ganizationsasagentsof westernworld. However,it also

dependsuponthe relational capacityof CSO$0 maneuvertheir engagementvith them for policyreformsand
influence. Localgovernmentsare nonfunctionaltherefore engagementof grassrootslevel public represena-
tives is alsominimal. CivicSpaceMonitoring Suvey”” Conductedby PakistanDevelopmentAlliancein 2018re-
vealedthat 85%marginalizeccommunitieshaveno voiceand participationin policymakingor reforms.

Lessthan 40%respondentsare satisfiedwith the quality of public servicesin Pakistan Most of the basiccivic
amenitiesare related to food, health, education,water and sanitation etc. Peopleusuallydo not trust public
sectoreducation,health,food and WASHacilities In the PakistarCivicSurveyconductedby PDAIn 201862.5%
respondentswvere of the viewthat accesgo basicsocialamenitiesincludingfood, health, shelterand education
are primaryformsof marginalizatiorin Pakista®®.

52.4%respondentsin the current civicspacesurveyhavefelt that marginalizedcommunitiesincludingPLWDs,
women, transgenderand minorities are not meaningfullyappointedin the publicinstitutions. Federalgovemn-
ment law says2% public jobs quotasare for minorities and PLWDsawhereasprovincialjob quotasreachup to
5%howevernone of the governmenteverimplementedthe quota provisionsin letter and spirit.

Womenparticipation in work force at public and private sectoris very lower than 10%and women engagedat
managemenievelare lessthan 5%*. Thespectraof genderinequalityis large.World EconomicC 2 NHZ¥a® &
der Inequality Index® ranksPakistanat 153° out of 156 countries(2021).32 per cent of ever married women
aged15-49 have experiencedphysicalviolence;29 % of womenwere married before 18 yearsof age.17%of

the total 432 seatsin the national Parliamentof Pakistarare allocatedto womenandtheir election is basedon
proportional representationof political partieswhereasonly on 5% seatsare allocatedto women for general
electionsasper the electionrules2017.Thegraph 7 showsthat 55.6%respondentsagreethat gendergapex-
istsin the Parliamentof Pakistanln SDG<itizensScorecaraonductedby PDAon SDG$.5%, 59.71%respord-
ents were of the view that womenin Pakistando not have effective participation and equal opportunities for
leadershipat all levelsof decisionmakingin political economicand publiclife.

Interestingresultshave beenwitnessedin the current civicsurvey regardingrepresentationof Pakistaraswell
asdominanceof developedworld in the globalgovernancelLessthan 30%of the respondentsagreethat Pak-
staniswell representedin the globalgovernancebodieswhereasmore than 72%respondentsagreethat global
governancds dominatedby the developedworld. Thereis no doubt in this as Pakistangovernmenthave zero
influenceat G7,G20processesSomehowcivil societyfrom Pakistantry to attend and influence parallel pro-
cesseghrough C7and C20engagments.Onthe other hand Pakistangovernmenteffectivelyengagewith oth-
er globalforums like World EconomidForum,OlCand United b | {i A Gegfedal®Rssemblyetc. Furthermorethe
regionalforum like SouthAsianAssociatiorfor RegionalCooperation(SAARG} dysfunctionaldue to the politi-
calreasonshetweenPakistarand India.

22 hitps://www.pda.net.pk/pdservey/
Zibid
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1.3. SDGL6+Implementationin Pakistan

Goall6 + is consideredas catalystfor sustainablede-
velopmentandempowermentof citizens.Ilt comprises
of 8 goalsout of 17 SDGsApartfrom goall6,goall,4, — wseomees
5,8, 10,11 and 17 are part of Goal16 + integrated
framework for the realizationof 2030 Agendafor sus-
tainable development.Other than 12 targets of goal Goal 16+
16, 24 targetsof 7 SDGgmentionedearlier) are part : Pakistan
of Goal16+,therefore all together these 36 targets E
andtheir aligned53 indicatorswill be directly measu-
ing the progresson variousaspectof peace,inclusion
andaccesgo justiceetc. .
In the context of Pakistangoal 16+ is not in govemn- =
mental debateat all, howeverit canfairly be defined
while examiningthe national priority framework of
SDG¥. Nationalpriority frameworkdivides17 SDGsn to three priority categoriesandalsoselectssomepriori-
ty targetsand indicatorsagainsteachgoal as mentionedin the picture (a). Goal4 (quality education),goal
8(decentwork & economicgrowth) goal 16( peace,justice & strong institutions) and goal 17(partnershipsfor
the goals)are placedin the categoryl, that requiresimmediate policy intervention as desirable outcomescan
be achievedin the short term. Howevertime spanfor the short term is not defined in the national priority
framework.

Goall(no poverty),goal5 (genderequality),goal 10 (reducedinequalities),goal11(sustainableitiesand com-
munities)are placedunder categoryll, that requiresrelativelylongertimeframesand consistentpolicy support.
Whereasno goal 16+ SDGis placedunder categorylll, that requireseven longer gestationperiod and major
institutional reformsto achievedesiredoutcomes.

Priority
Framework 4%

Out of total 36 globaltargetsunder Goal16+, Pakistanhaschosenonly 23 targetsas national priority targets.
Resultantlyout of 53 globalindicatorsof goal 16+, Pakistanhaschosenonly 32 indicatorsas national priority.
Interestinglythe baselinedata is availableagainst13 indicators only as mentioned in the national priority
frameworkdiagramabove.

A detailedreport waspreparedby author on Goall6+implementédion in Pakistarfor JANICADN ADAand Fo-
rus International last year in March 2021 and is available at https://www.pda.net.pk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/PakistaiGoall6Monitoring-Report2021-ADAForus.pdf

Section 2: PolicyRecommendations
2.1 Recommendationgor governments,international organizations

A Multi-stakeholdersengagementprocessesneed to initiated under the umbrella of UN for regional
peace trade & development,enhancedcivicspacesand freedomof expressiorand association

A Regularizéhe annualsessionsf SouthAsianAssociatiorfor RegionalCooperation(SAARQp combat
poverty,inequality,climatechangesterrorismand violent extremism

A Globd funding agenciesand bilateral donorsshouldinveston local civil societyorganizationsfor more
sustainablejnclusiveand participatory solutionsfor addressingchronic issuesrelated to freedom of
expressiorandassociationgivicspacesandliberalizationof conservativesocieties

A Humanrights basedeco-centric human developmentagendais need of the hour to addresscurrent

27 http://pc.gov.pk/uploads/report/National SDGs FrameworkNEC 2018.pdf
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challengedo humanityand planet

Representatiorof minoritiesrequiredto be increasedn localgovernments(currentlyninorities are al-
lowedto havetheir seatsin the constituenciewherethere is at least5%minority population)

Forcedconversionrestrictionlawsneedto be introducedin Pakistan

Governmentshould public the Commissiorof Inquiry Reporton enforceddisappearancesand initiate
legislationfor the criminalizationof enforceddisappearancend put an endto the practiceof enforced
disappearancandsecretdetention.

Governmentshouldreview the coercivepoliciesand regulatoryframeworkstowards NGOsand creae
rightful spacedor them to ensurefreedomof expressiorandassociation

Councilof Islamicldeologyneedto be immediatelyabolishedasthere shouldnot be any body or insti-
tution aboveParliament/ houseof publicrepresentatives.

RightsCommissionsncluding Rtl, NCSWNCRCNCHRNCRMneed to be made autonomousboth in
terms of administrationand financesas per the spirit of Constitutionof Pakistanand global commi-
ments.

ProvincialFinanceCommissiorshouldbe constitutedasdesiredby the 18" ConstitutionalAmendment
and PFCAwardsneedto be announcedandimplementedfor equitabledistribution of resourcesat local
level

Localgovernmentelectionsshould be announcedsoonerthan later and local bodiesshouldbe given
administrativeandfinancial powersasper localgovernmentsystem2002.

2.2 Recommendationgor CSOs

T

= =4 =4 =4 =

CSOshouldbuild their capacitiego dealwith the contemporarychallengedike risinginequalities,digi-
tal divide, drasticimpactsof climate change,rising extremism, countering violence and intolerance,
genderinequalitiesetc.

CSOshouldenhancetheir capabilitiesto hold States private sectorand IFIsaccountable
CSOshouldinitiate processedor dynamicaccountability

CSOshouldfocuson humanrightsbasedapproachego empowerrightsholders
CSOshouldconnectdots andleverageuponeach? U K Sagdbifitiesnsteadduplicationof efforts

CSOshouldhavethis capacityto documenttheir learningandinitiate communityled developmentand
empowermentprogramsinsteadimplementingRFP$asedinterventions

CSOshouldfocuson strengtheningtheir alliancesto bargainand influencefor LJS 2 Liigl8siike Bar
CouncilsChamberof Commerce Industriesetc.
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Section3: Conclusion

Thisreport in hand sharesthe updated issuesand challengesrelated to shrinkingcivic spacesdeteriorating
humanand democraticculture andvaluesin PakistanThereport alsohighlightsthe voicesof civil societyactiv-
ists, humanrights defendersand concernedcitizensof Pakistarregardingstatusof civiland political libertiesin
Pakistan.Thereport also connectsand co-relates local surveyfindingswith those of globalresearchreports
andsurveydso further strengthenthe case.Thereport alsosuggestsolutionsto CSO$o regaintheir spacedy
taking appropriate measuresand building capabilities.The report also highlight demandsfrom governments
andglobalinstitutions/ forumson behalfof CSO# Pakistaron how to strengthencivil societyrole by building
trust and reducingdisconnect.Thereport alsosetsthe strategicdirectionfor the considerationof nationaland
globalCSOsnetworks, alliances nationaland globalfundingagenciesn their future interventionstowardsthe
achievemenbf more sustainableand humanrightsfriendly world.
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Section4: Annex

Annex. A. Survey Template

CivicSpac&urveynPakistan

Thankyou for your cooperationto answerthe CivicSpaceSurveyin Asia,conductedby JapanNGO
Centerfor International Cooperation(JANIC)in cooperationwith XXX partnerorganization'sname]

A representativeof your organizationis expectedto submit (one personfrom oneorgania-
tion).

Pleasesubmityour answerby 30 November2021.
Theresultswill be summarizedcollectively,and you personalinformation will not bedisclosed.

Forany questions,pleasecontact: Aoi, SeniorAdvocacyOfficer of JANIGJanicadvo@-

cy@janic.org

Signin to Googleto saveyour progresslLearnmore

*Required

A: Please tell us about you and your organization

Yourname (*If youwishto be anonymouswrite "Anonymous")*

Youranswer

Yourorganization(*If youwishto be anonymouswrite "Anonymous")*

Youranswer

Please provide your e-mail (*If you wish not to be contacted for further

clarification,leaveit blank)

Youranswer
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W hich provinceyour office is located?*

Choose A4

B: Please provide your answers to questions about Civic Space in your residence / locality that most
matches to the followings. (1 = Strongly Disagree

/ 2 = Disagree / 3 = Moderate / 4 = Agree / 5 = Strongly Agree)

Q1.Doyoufeel free to speakin public?*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree

Q2. Do you feel free to speak to the media? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree

Q3.Doyou feel free to hold assembliepeacefully?

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree



Q4. Do you feel free to join civil society groups? *

Strongly Disagree o O O O O StronglyAgree

Q5. Do you feel free to receive foreign funding? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree

Q6. Do you feel that CSOs are respected asindependent actors in theirown

rights? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree

Q7.Doyou feel that the lawsregulatingCSOs$n your country havebecome
tightened? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree



Q8.1f you answer5 (StronglyAgree)or 4 (Agree)for Q7,do you feel thisis
becauseof COVIBEL9 outbreak?

Strongly Disagree O O o O O StronglyAgree

Q8-b. If you answer 5 (Strongly Agree) or 4 (Agree) for Q8, please write specific

reasonsor examples.

Youranswer

Q9. Do you feel that there is sufficient information disclosure by the government? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree

Q10. Doyou feelthe government restricts the freedom of assembly, association

andspeech?

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree

Q11.If youanswer5 (StronglyAgree)or 4 (Agree)for Q10,do you feel thisis
becauseof COVIBLY outbreak?

Strongly Disagree O O O o O StronglyAgree
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Q1%b. If you answer5 (StronglyAgree)or 4 (Agree)for Q10,pleasewrite
specificreasonsor examples.

Youranswer

Q12.Doyou feel that violenceby the police or the army hasincreasedsincethe
COVIBRL9 outbreak hasstarted?*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree

Q13.Doyou feel that violenceamongpeoplehasincreasedsincethe COVIBL9

outbreak has started? *

Strongly Disagree O O O o O StronglyAgree

Q14.Doyou feel that violenceagainstwomenhasincreasedsincethe COVIBL9

outbreak has started? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree

Q15.Doyou feel that violenceor abuseagainstchildren,abusehasincreased >

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree
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Q16. Do you feel that human trafficking has increased in your country since the
COVIRL9 outbreakhasstarted??*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q17.Doyou feel that the governmentpassunfair lawsasrestricting civicspace
unnecessarilgincethe COVIBLY outbreak hasstarted?*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q18. Do you feel that the access to justice has become difficult since the COVID-
19 outbreakhasstarted??*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q19.Doyou feel that there are arbitral juridical decisionssincethe COVIBL9

outbreak has started? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree
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Q20. Do you feel thatillicit financial flows has increased in your country since the
COVIRL9 outbreakhasstarted?*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q21.Doyoufeel that organizedcrimesacrosshordershaveincreasedsincethe
COVIBRL9 outbreak hasstarted?*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q22.Doyou feel that armstrade hasincreaseddomesticallysincethe COVIBLY

outbreak has started? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q23. Do you feel that corruptionin public sector has increased since the COVID-

19 outbreakhasstarted?*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree
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Q24.1f you answer5 (StronglyAgree)or 4 (Agree)for Q23,do you feel this is
becauseof COVIBL9 outbreak?

Strongly Disagree o O O O O StronglyAgree

Q24h. If you answer5 (StronglyAgree)or 4 (Agree)for Q23,pleasewrite

specificreasonsor examples.

Youranswer

Q25. Do you feel that bribery between public authorities and private companies

hasincreasedsincethe COVIBL9 outbreakhasstarted?*

Strongly Disagree O O O o O StronglyAgree

Q26.1f you answer5 (StronglyAgree)or 4 (Agree)for Q25,do you feel this is
becauseof COVIBLY outbreak?

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree

Q26hb. If you answer5 (StronglyAgree)or 4 (Agree)for Q25,pleasewrite

specificreasonsor examples.

Youranswer
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Q27.Doyou feel that publicbudgetis spentin an appropriatemanner?*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q28.1f you answer5 (StronglyAgree)or 4 (Agree)for Q27,do you feel thisis
becauseof COVIBL9 outbreak?

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q28b. If you answer5 (StronglyAgree)or 4 (Agree)for Q27,pleasewrite
specificreasonsor examples.

Youranswer

Q29. Do you feel that the government provided sufficient explanations when

introducing new policies? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q30. Are you satisfied with the quality of key public services? *

Yes,very satisfied. O O O O O

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree

No, not at all
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Q31.Doyou feel that marginalizedand minority groups(women, disabledpeople,

etc.) are meaningfully appointedin publicinstitutions? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q32.Doyou feel that a gendergapexistin the parliament?*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q33. Doyou feelthat your countryis well represented in the global governance

institutions? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q34. Do you feel that global governance is dominated by developed countries? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree
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Q35. Do you feel that there was confusion about birth registration due to
COVIEL9 pandemic?

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q36.Doyou feel that somepeople'slegalstatusis fragilein your country?*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q37.Doyou feel that threatsto journalists,trade unionsand humanrights
defendershaveincreased?

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q38.If you answer5 (StronglyAgree)or 4 (Agree)for Q37,do you feel thisis
becauseof COVIBLY outbreak?

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q38b. If you answer5 (StronglyAgree)or 4 (Agree)for Q37,pleasewrite

specificreasonsor examples.

Youranswer

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree
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Q39. Do you feel that the mediain your country are independent from the

authorities to publish information? *

Strongly Disagree o O O O O StronglyAgree

Q40. Do you feel that human rights in your country is secured? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree

Q41. Do you feel the government introduced counter-measures against crimes

or violence,especiallythrough international cooperation?*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree

Q42. Do you feel that you can consult with appropriate organizations when your

rights are violated?*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O StronglyAgree



Q43, Do you feel that discriminatory laws are in place in your country? *

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q44, Do you feel that existing laws in your country are effective to prevent

discrimination?*

Strongly Disagree O O O O O

Q45, If you know specific examples of shrinking civic space in your country,

please provide details, or tell us the website that can be reached.
Youranswer

Q46,What do you think Civil SocietyOrganizationsando to secureand
improve civic space in your country?

Youranswer

StronglyAgree

StronglyAgree
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Annex. B. DetailedSurveyResults

Which province your office is located?
162 responses

@ Azad Jammu and Kashmir
@ Balochistan

@ Gilgit-Baltistan

@ Islamabad Capital Territory
@ Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

@ Punjab

® Sindh

Q1. Do you feel free to speak in public?
162 responses

60

56 (34.6%)

40
38 (23.5%)
32 (19.8%)

20
16 (9.9%)

Q2. Do you feel free to speak to the media?
162 responses

60

47 (29%)

40 40 (24.7%)

34 (21%)

20 24 (14.8%)
17 (10.5%)
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Q3. Do you feel free to hold assemblies peacefully?
162 responses

60

47 (29%)

40
33 (20.4%)

20
15 (9.3%)

Q4. Do you feel free to join civil society groups?
162 responses

80
60
40

0,
20 28 (17.3%)

9 (5.6%)

Q5. Do you feel free to receive foreign funding?
162 responses

60

48 (29.6%)

27 (16.7%) 29 (17.9%)

35 (21.6%
32 (19.8%) (21.6%)

75 (46.3%)

43 (26.5%)

28 (17.3%) 30 (18.5%)
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Qé. Do you feel that CSOs are respected as independent actors in their own rights?
162 responses

60

40 41 (25.3%)

38 (23.5%)

29 (17.9%)

20
17 (10.5%)

Q7. Do you feel that the laws regulating CSOs in your country have become tightened?
162 responses

80

60 67 (41.4%)

49 (30.2%)
40

29 (17.9%)

20

Q8. If you answer 5 (Strongly Agree) or 4 (Agree) for Q7, do you feel this is because of COVID-19

outbreak?
156 responses

60

47 (30.1%)

40

36 (23.1%)
32 (20.5%)

20 22 (14.1%)

19 (12.2%)
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Q¢9. Do you feel that there is sufficient information disclosure by the government?
162 responses

60

53 (32.7%)

40

32 (19.8%) 34 (21%)

20 24 (14.8%)
19 (11.7%)

Q10. Do you feel the government restricts the freedom of assembly, association and speech?
162 responses

60

47 (29%)

0 9 (24.1
39 (24.1%) 36 (22.2%)

20 24 (14.8%)
16 (9.9%)

Q1. If you answer 5 (Strongly Agree) or 4 (Agree) for Q10, do you feel this is because of COVID-19

outbreak?
136 responses

60

40

41 (30.1%)

31 (22.8%) 31 (22.8%)

20

18 (13.2%) 15 (11%)
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Q12. Do you feel that viclence by the police or law enforcement agencies has increased since the
COVID-19 outbreak has started?

162 responses

60

40 45 (27.8%)
40 (24.7%)

(+
29 (17.9%) 32 (19.8%)

20
16 (9.9%)

Q13. Do you feel that violence among people has increased since the COVID-19 outbreak has

started?
162 responses

60
58 (35.8%)

40
38 (23.5%) 39 (24.1%)

20 20 (12.3%)

7 (4.3%)

Q14. Do you feel that violence against women has increased since the COVID-19 outbreak has

started?
162 responses

60

50 (30.9%)

40 41 (25.3%) 43 (26.5%)

20

13 (8%) 15 (9.3%)
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Q15. Do you feel that violence or abuse against children, abuse has increased?
162 responses

80

60 62 (38.3%)

40 45 (27.8%)

32 (19.8%)
20

16 (9.9%)

Q16. Do you feel that human trafficking has increased in your country since the COVID-19

outbreak has started??
162 responses

60

50 (30.9%)

40

34 (21%)
29 (17.9%) 31 (19.1%)

20
18 (11.1%)

Q17. Do you feel that the government pass unfair laws as restricting civic space unnecessarily

since the COVID-19 outbreak has started?
162 responses

60

50 (30.9%)
40

36 (22.2%) 37 (22.8%)

27 (16.7%)
20

12 (7.4%)
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Q18. Do you feel that the access to justice has become difficult since the COVID-19 outbreak has

started??
162 responses

60

51 (31.5%)

40 44 (27.2%)

28 (17.3%) 28 (17.3%)
20

11 (6.8%)

Q19. Do you feel that there are arbitrary juridical decisions since the COVID-19 outbreak has

started?
162 responses

60
55 (34%)

40 42 (25.9%)

28 (17.3%)
20 23 (14.2%)

14 (8.6%)

Q20. Do you feel that illicit financial flows has increased in your country since the COVID-19

outbreak has started?
162 responses

40

39 (24.1%) 38 (23.5%) 38 (23.5%)

30 31 (19.1%)

20

16 (9.9%)
10
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Q21. Do you feel that organized crimes across borders have increased since the COVID-19

outbreak has started?
162 responses

60

50 (30.9%)

40
36 (22.2%) 35 (21.6%)

26 (16%)

20
15 (9.3%)

Q22. Do you feel that arms trade has increased domestically since the COVID-19 outbreak has

started?
162 responses

60

47 (29%)

35 (21.6%) .
. (]

27 (16.7%)

22 (13.6%)

Q23. Do you feel that corruption in public sector has increased since the COVID-19 outbreak has

started?
162 responses

60
60 (37%)

40
40 (24.7%)

35 (21.6%)

20

19 (11.7%)
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Q24. If you answer 5 (Strongly Agree) or 4 (Agree) for Q23, do you feel this is because of COVID-19

outbreak?
140 responses

40
37 (26.4%)

30 30 (21.4%)

26 (18.6%) 27 (19.3%)

20
20 (14.3%)

10

Q25. Do you feel that bribery between public authorities and private companies has increased

since the COVID-19 outbreak has started?
162 responses

60

46 (28.4%) 46 (28.4%)

40
40 (24.7%)

20

12 (7.4%)

Q26. If you answer 5 (Strongly Agree) or 4 (Agree) for Q25, do you feel this is because of COVID-19

outbreak?
139 responses

40

35 (25.2%)

30 31 (22.3%)

27 (19.4%)

0,
20 22 (15.8%) 24 (17.3%)

10
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Q27. Do you feel that public budget is spent in an appropriate manner?
162 responses

60

52 (32.1%)

40

36 (22.2%)
31 (19.1%)
20 24 (14.8%)
19 (11.7%)

Q28. If you answer 5 (Strongly Agree) or 4 (Agree) for Q27, do you feel this is because of COVID-19

outbreak?
129 responses

60
40 44 (34.1%)

28 (21.7%)
20 21 (16.3%) 19 (14.7%)

17 (13.2%)

Q28-b. If you answer 5 (Strongly Agree) or 4 (Agree) for Q27, please write specific reasons or

examples.
56 responses

4
4 (T4 %

(%) 5 (5.4%)
3

2(3.¢2/(3.6%) 2 (3.6%)
2
O G RO A G 6 A R T G A 6 T A R G T 7 ) (G377 (GO A A TG T 66 A G e T A it o G B 6 6 6 A KA R G TG R TG RE
1
0

Emergency initi... Much of the pub... Not satisfied The budget flow... n?A
Covid is not the... Govertment pro... Na Same as above Yes the public budg...
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Q29. Do you feel that the government provided sufficient explanations when introducing new
policies?
162 responses

60

47 (29%)
40 43 (26.5%)

34 (21%)

20 23 (14.2%)

15 (9.3%)

Q30. Are you satisfied with the quality of key public services?
162 responses

40

37 (22.8%) 36 (22.2%)

30 33 (20.4%)
30 (18.5%)

26 (16%)

20

10

Q31. Do you feel that marginalized and minority groups (women, disabled people, etc.) are

meaningfully appointed in public institutions?
162 responses

60

40 42 (25.9%) 43 (26.5%)

35 (21.6%)

20 23 (14.2%)
19 (11.7%)
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Q32. Do you feel that a gender gap exist in the parliament?
162 responses

60

55 (34%)

40
36 (22.2%) 35 (21.6%)

26 (16%
20 (16%)

10 (6.2%)
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